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Gross Incompetence, Corruption and Partisan-

ship: The Hallmarks of Zimbabwean Police 

There are a lot of lessons that can be 

drawn from the inquest into the death 

of Zimbabwe‟s most decorated soldier, 

the late General Solomon “Rex Nhongo” 

Mujuru. One such lesson is the incom-

petence of the Zimbabwe Republic Po-

lice. Gross incompetence, ostentatious 

corruption and blatant partisanship 

have transformed a once credible police 

force into a discredited militia group 

hiding under the veil of the law to ex-

tort money from criminals and law abid-

ing citizens alike. This article will be in 

three parts. This article will focus on the 

incompetence of the police and follow 

up articles will be on corruption and 

partisanship.  

 

Incompetence 

 

Shocking revelations from the Mujuru 

inquest revealed that the police officers 

did not only sleep on duty, but had no 

clue as to the bedroom of the general, 

their communications radios had not 

been working for some time, and they 

did not have air time, we are left guess-

ing if they even attempted sending a 

“call me back” to the vice president of 

the republic. Giving testimony under 

oath, Constable Obert Mark admitted 

under cross examination by Mujuru‟s 

lawyers that he was sleeping and also 

that he did not know the house plan. 

The people entrusted 

with the safety of our leaders are gross-

ly incompetent. If all the police officers 

tasked with the safety of our leaders are 

as incompetent as Constable Mark, then 

it is sheer luck that they are still alive. 

Incompetence in the force is either due 

to the unavailability of equipment to use 

for particular purposes or just inability 

of an officer to execute his duty accord-

ingly. In the case of the late General, it 

was both. The force failed to equip the 

officers and equally the officers just 

failed to execute their duties.  

 

A high profile case of the nature of the 

late general may be too political for the 

ordinary citizenry to comprehend, more 

so considering the fact that many ques-

tions remain unanswered. The case 

therefore may not be sufficient to sup-

port the stand point that the police force 

is just incompetent. In April 2011 a 

Kwekwe senior police officer, Chief In-

spector Charles Pabwaungana was 

called to attend a crime scene; he was 

travelling in Kwekwe Businessman Ben 

Rutsito‟s vehicle, a Toyota twin cab 

which was used to rush to the scene. At 

Manamana Shopping Centre in Msasa 

Park, three suspects had been put un-

der citizen arrest and had been hand-

cuffed by neighbourhood police. On arri-

val the neighbourhood police insisted 

that their cuffs are often not returned 
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by the police hence they wanted their cuffs back before the suspects were put in 

the custody of the police. The cuffs were removed and the suspected criminals sat 

in the back seat of the twin cab. The suspected criminals were not searched on 

handcuffed. Two other police constables sat in the back of the truck. As they drove 

towards the police station, one of the suspects pointed a gun towards the driver 

and ordered him to drive towards Gweru. Inspector Pabwaungana pushed the sus-

pect and a scuffle ensued resulting in the suspect firing a bullet into the stomach 

of Pabwaungana. The driver stopped the vehicle and the suspects vanished. The 

officers at the back were only alerted when the gun was fired. They did not see a 

thing since they were facing the back. A lot of lessons can be drawn from this story 

but the bottom line is that gross incompetence led to the escape of suspected 

criminals and injury of a senior police officer. 

 

Only last week the police in Shamva triggered protests in a mining compound after 

a thief allegedly hid in the compound after stealing the officer in charge‟s wallet 

which had $1. For god‟s sake someone‟s life is worth more than a dollar. This is 

not an isolated case. The police are known to group and attack civilians whenever 

they feel emotionally provoked. There have been numerous reports of the police 

raiding a bar after an officer has lost a fight in a bar. Surely the police in Zimba-

bwe need more that just training but rather education so that they may be able to 

adjust to changes, situations and get enlightenment on the international best 

standard in policing and human rights.  
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Traditional leaders encouraged to be non-partisan 

ahead of elections. 

„Chiefs should desist from being partisan 

and persecuting people in their area 

based on their political affiliation’. These 

sentiments were echoed by Nzvimbo 

residents in Chiweshe at a community 

theatre forum  convened by Crisis in 

Zimbabwe Coalition on the 20th of March 

2012 at Gunguhwe Business  Centre. 

Participants at the meeting reported 

that chiefs were the major perpetrators 

of violence in 2008 and continue to be a 

threat to sustainable peace.  

It was also reported that Chief Makope 

presides over his court wearing a 

ZANUPF t-shirt and has since notified 

MDC councillors not to attend the court. 

The Coalition, in collaboration with Sa-

vannah Trust drama group, staged a 

play entitled Simudza Mureza „Raise the 

Flag‟ which touches on issues of transi-

tional justice, reform of state institutions 

and at the same time encourages people 

to participate in national processes such 

as elections peacefully. The meeting 

was attended by more than 60 people, 

including headmen Zinyoni, Chikuvanya-

ma and Makope.  

„Vana mambo nemamwe masabhuku 

ndiyo honzeri yemhirizhonga muno 

muchiweshe (Chiefs and other headman 

are the catalyst of violence in Chi-

weshe),‟ said councillor Nyaunga of 

Ward 6. Participants expressed concern 
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over the continued call for elections in 

the absence of key democratic re-

forms, which ensure security of per-

sons, prosecution of perpetrators of 

violence and freedom of expression 

and assemble.   

These issues also emerged during the 

discussions at the meeting: 

 The draft constitution of Zimbabwe 

should include devolution as a sys-

tem of government.  

 Access to Information and Protec-

tion of Privacy Act (AIPPA) and the 

Public Order and Security Act 

(POSA) among other repressive 

laws should be repealed before 

elections. 

 The state should grant new inde-

pendent players radio and televi-

sion licences and ensure equal ac-

cess to media for contesting candi-

dates during elections 

 NO democratic constitution NO 

elections 

 All state institutions including the 

police should be non-partisan and 

conduct their constitutional duties 

in a professional manner. 

 A maximum of two terms of limit 

(five years for each term) should be 

put in place in the constitution for 

the executive including age limits of 

between 40-70 years.  
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Gold Panning licenses, food aid for Votes 

Politicians are allegedly using gold panning licenses and food aid in Zhombe to 

garner support ahead of possible elections which ZANU PF wants held this year. 

To compound the situation, traditional leaders, who are responsible for the wel-

fare of their communities and are the custodians of the natural resources under 

their jurisdiction are deliberately working with ZANU PF to sideline supporters and 

perceived sympathizers of the opposition thereby condemning them to poverty 

and starvation. This was revealed at a Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition community 

meeting convened on the 17th of March 2012 at Zororo Business Centre in Zhom-

be. The meeting was attended by 127 people (76 males and 51 females).  

Participants raised the following key issues; 

1. People have lost track of and faith in the constitution making process  

2. The people in Zhombe are not ready for elections owing to the traumatic ex-

periences of the 2008 election which continue to haunt victims of violence. 

Calling for another election will result in widespread apathy.  

3. The murder and protected struggle for a decent burial by Moses Chokuda 

and his family is a lesson for would be perpetrators of violence in the forth-

coming elections. 

4. Infighting, positioning and jostling for candidacy in the next election has to 

be monitored closely. There are indications that intra-party violence within 

the major political parties has reached alarming levels especially in the 

Zhombe area.  

Gold panning despite being illegal has been institutionalized by ZANU PF opera-

tives under one “Mudha” who is using the trade for patronage purposes. Many 

young people have left the rural areas for the urban areas where they are issued 

with gold panning licenses at the ZANU PF headquarters.  
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Introduce Human Rights studies in Schools curriculum: 

Zimrights 

The Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (ZimRights), yesterday the 20th of 

March 2012, appealed to the Minister of Education, Art, Sport and Culture Hon-

ourable David Coltart to introduce human rights education in the Zimbabwean 

school curriculum. 

 

The National Director, Mr Okay Machisa, made the call during the launch of a 

book, published by ZimRights,  entitled “The state of the Zimbabwean Education 

Sector in the 21st Century”, where the Minister was the guest of honour. The call 

resonates with the Youth for Human Rights International (YHRI)‟s global request 

on this year‟s International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination which 

is observed annually on the 21st of March (today). The YHRI invited all its sup-

porters and volunteers “to organize petition drive to implement human rights edu-

cation into the school curriculum so that our youth learn their human rights” and 

arguing that when young people know what their human rights are, they become 

valuable advocates for tolerance and peace. 

 

The organisation, through the chairperson, Mr Everson Ndlovu also appealed for 

HIV and AIDS to be added on board so as to raise awareness on the pandemic. 

Matebeleland North was given as a particular area where there is very little 

knowledge on the pandemic and its associated life threatening effects. 

 

Responding to a number of questions raised pertaining to the subject, Honorable 

David Coltart, acknowledged that there were some irregularities in the operations 

of the Ministry of Education adding that the ministry has since made submissions 

to Parliament on its five year recovery plan which cabinet is expected to deliber-

ate on. 

 

The publication that was launched was a collaboration between ZimRights and 

other individuals including, Okay Machisa, Dr Bornface Chisaka, Professor Fred 

Zindi, Professor Chiromo, Professor Moyana and Professor Gudyanga among oth-

ers. All the authors of the book were in attendance except for one, Dr Munyaradzi 

Alexander Zeyengeya, who passed on before the product was ready for consump-

tion. 
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According to Zimrights, the publication was born out of the genuine need to con-

tribute to the discourse and development of the education system in Zimbabwe 

that has, due to a decade long of political and economic irregularities, ended up 

in limbo. It explores the development of the country‟s education sector; highlight-

ing all the successes and challenges that it has encountered over the years. The 

idea was spirited by the desire to contribute to the excellence of the education 

system.  

 

By ZimRights Information Desk 
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